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Abstract

A military alliance was established in 1955 at the urging of the
United States and Britain to act as a dam preventing Communist
expansion in the Middle East countries.

Turkey and Iraq were the first signatories of the charter on the
twenty-fourth of February 1955, then they were joined by all of Britain
on the fifth of April, Pakistan and Iran.

Headed by Gamal Abdel Nasser, Egypt launched a violent
campaign against the alliance. As for Syria, it was given that if it had
participated in the Alliance, a number of Arab countries such as Lebanon
and Jordan would have joined it, but as Syria refused to join the alliance
it was limited to Irag, which remained the only Arab state isolated from
the rest of the other Arab countries.

Baghdad Pact highlighted the importance of Syrian location and
revealed that the fate of the coalition depended on the acceptance or
rejection of the Syrian government or people of it, as the attention of the
Arabs and the world was focused on Damascus government's official
decision.

Iraq withdrew from Baghdad Pact in 1959, thus it transferred its
headquarters from Baghdad to Ankara and was known then as the
'Central Treaty Organization'.
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