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Laparoscopic Peritoneal Biopsy in the Diagnosis of

Unknown Origin Ascites
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Dep. of Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, University of Aleppo

Abstract

Unknown origin ascites is due to several causes and the
prognosis depends on the early diagnosis.
Obijective: this study determined that the early performed laparoscopic
peritoneal biopsy used in the diagnosis of unknown origin ascites is
cost effective procedure.
Methods: this research was done in general surgery dept. from 2-2012
to 7-2016 in which a sample of 32 patients of unknown origin ascites,
were managed Laparoscopically by one team (under local or general
anesthesia).
Results: 32 patients (6 males and 26 females) benefited from
laparoscopic peritoneal biopsy in the diagnosis (half of them were
done under local anesthesia), and 19% of biopsy were done early in the
first week of admission.
The conversion into open surgery was in one case which died one
week later, while nearly all of the patients were discharged within one
day.
56,25% of cases were Tuberculous peritonitis and 25% were
Carcinomatosis peritonei.
Conclusion: Previous studies showed that laparoscopic peritoneal
biopsy (especially that done under local anesthesia) for unknown
origin ascites is feasible and safe with low conversion rate, and early
procedure gives early diagnoses to the cause.

Key words: Unknown origin ascites, laparoscopic peritoneal biopsy,
local anesthesia, Tuberculous peritonitis.
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