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Abstract

The aim of the study was to estimate the rate of Hepatitis C
Virus Seroconversion among Hemodialysis Patients at Aleppo
University Hospital and study some possible risk factors.

The research was conducted in a progressive manner on 187
patients with chronic kidney disease undergoing continuous
hemodialysis in the division of kidney replacement therapy at Aleppo
University Hospital. The results of the anti-HCV analysis were
followed at the beginning of the study in April 2016 and then one year
later in April 2017 to determine the Seroconversion rate of the anti
HCYV reaction.

Since the beginning of the study, positive anti HCV prevalence
was high, with 113 patients out of 187 patients (60.4%), and the
number elevated to 135 anti HCV positive patients after one year
(72.2%). That is, out of the 74 patients who were anti HCV negative,
the reaction converts into positive in 22 patients (11.8% of the study
population or 29.7% of the anti HCV negative patients) within a year.
Blood transfusion (P < 0.001) and increased dialysis duration (P =
0.028) were statistically significant risk factors in the Seroconversion
of the HCV reaction. While there was no statistical significance for
age, sex, diabetes, intravenous drug use, smoking, dental procedure,
kidney transplantation, surgical procedure, and family history of
hepatitis C.
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