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The theory of signs among the Stoics between logical

significance and epistemological dimensions

Dr. Ahlam Abdullah
**Assistant Prof, Dept. of Philosophy Faculty of Literature and Humanities
University of Aleppo

Abstract
The Stoics rejected the idea of eternal and fixed essences —
through which Aristotle was explaining the truth according to the
Platonic Socratic tradition — and replaced it with the idea of signs
that express the necessary relationship between phenomena, and
explain the relationship of steady succession or the relationship
of co-existence. And they replaced the famous Socratic-
Avristotelian formula (there is no knowledge except with
universals) with (there is no knowledge except by necessity).
Because they saw that there is a close and necessary link between
the phenomena. They based their logic on the principle that
became in the Middle Ages formulated as follows: “The sign of

the sign is the sign of the thing itself.”
Hence, we can say that the Stoic logic is based on the
theory of signs, especially in the theory of proof. The subject of
logic — as mentioned by the masters of Stoic philosophy — is,

above all, signs and the things that indicate them.

key words :Signs, Stoic logic, Aristotelian logic, quiddities, conditional reasoning,

conditional proposition.
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